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C O M M O N  CH A R A C T E R  TY P E S  

Protagonist: 

This is the central character of a story with some novels having more than one main 

protagonist. 

Antagonist: 

This is the character that is opposite the protagonist – the rival character to the protagonist 

and is the reason for character conflict. 

Narrator: 

The Point of View is a term refers to the narration of your novel.  Who is telling the story?

With experience you can experiment with different point of views.  Most novels you will read

are set  in  the First  Person or Third Person.  The narrator  is  the fictional  storyteller.  The

writing for the narrator can be in the “first person” as they are telling the story. Not only is it

limited to the “first  person”,  as there  have been occasions when the narrator  has been

written in the “third person” style.  

Omniscient Third Person – the narration voice knows everything. It can be referred to as the

storytelling of the story.  The voice may or may not be associated with a character. 

Close Third Person – the narration of the thought process of a character

Cardboard Character: 

This is a typical or stereotyped character. These characters can often be a representation of 

certain stereotypes that we see in society and not how writers would build a character 

through their own thoughts and actions. They are easily recognisable. 

Round Character: 

This is a complex character that takes time to understand and to discuss their thoughts, 

views and actions. This character can often be portrayed as conflicted or contradictory. 

Developing Character (Dynamic): 
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The protagonist of the story is often a developing character. The change brought on by an 

event in the story which alters the outlook of the character. Personal development, life 

lessons, emotional and spiritual growth can all be experienced which can be both positive 

and negative giving a different outlook by the character towards the end of the story.  

Confidant Character: 

This is one of my favourite character types as it allows the protagonist to reveal her/his inner 

thoughts and true personality. This is a trusted character and what can be interesting here is 

the point of view the confidant can have, even though they rarely if never voice their own 

thoughts to another character. It can also allow the writer to question the actions/views of the

protagonist. 

Static Character: 

This is a character that does not change over the course of the story. 

Minor Character: 

These characters support the main characters and help with the plot development to move 

the story forward.  
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